
quality clothing and essentials.
John Lanzky has been involved 

for about 10 months. As a 
volunteer, he helps coordinate 
service at clothing racks and 
tables, usually on Sundays from 
4pm to 6pm. 

“There are five or six volunteers 
each time,” Mr Lanzky explains. 

“Last week I served a 60-year-old 
woman who’d been sleeping 
rough for more than a year. It’s a 
small thing to offer a blanket and 
pillow, or new underwear, but it 
can mean a lot, helping someone 
to feel more comfortable.”

Chairperson Grace Condon 
started as a volunteer in 2012. 

She was formerly managing 
director of Amada-Amavic 
Pty Ltd and actively involved 
in business for many years. 
Ms Condon has worked with 
Meals on Wheels, the Ashfield 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Mrs Australia NSW – Crippled 
Children Society, and for 12 years 
was a senior social educator 
working alongside people with 
an intellectual disability.

Ms Condon says: “Our volunteers 
are working from the heart. 
All the other services we know 
are doing amazing work too. 
At ClothesLine we see the 
hardships people face, and 
we do our best to put things 
together for people – the right 
fashion items, colours and 
textures. Clothing is a necessity 
– there’s also joy in giving and 
receiving something high-quality 
and beautiful.
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ANDREW COLLIS

ESTABLISHED in 2009, 
ClothesLine Incorporated 
distributes donated clothing 
directly to those who need it 
most. The organisation supports 
homeless and disadvantaged 
people by providing clothes and 
other essential items such as 
blankets and toiletries. 

ClothesLine operates monthly 
at seven sites across the city – in 
Waterloo (in conjunction with 
OzHarvest), at Northcott estate 
in Surry Hills (with the NSW 
Department of Communities 
and Justice), at Martin Place 

(Phillip Street end), Parramatta 
(alongside Stepping Stones), 
Blacktown (with One Meal, 
Orange Sky and Street Medic), 
Mt Druitt (with Mission 
Australia) and Liverpool 
(with SWAG Family).

The not-for-profit organisation 
also supports a church-run 
food service in Menai, as well 
as overseas projects including 
emergency relief in Lebanon and 
a women’s prison in the Philippines.

ClothesLine does not receive 
any government funding and all 
staff are volunteers. There are 
currently 20 volunteers helping 
to sort and distribute items and 
offering personal service. Donors 
and sponsors, including UNIQLO 
Australia, ensure supply of good- Continued on page 2

In Newtown High School of the Performing Arts’ recent production of Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street, Sweeney Todd (Tom Borbilas) looks on as Mrs Lovett (Lucy de Hosson) 
regales the customers flocking to her pie shop unaware that the tastiness of her pies is due to the humans she is using as their filling. Story on Page 6. Photo: Clare Hawley

Grace Condon (second from right) with ClothesLine volunteers Michael, Gavina, John and Alan at 
Martin Place. Photo: Andrew Collis
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Labor returns in 
minority government
POLITICS

 
BEN SPIES-BUTCHER

THE state election saw a strong 
swing against the Coalition 
government, who suffered 
losses to both Labor and the 
crossbench, and the election of 
the Minns Labor government.

Labor’s campaign emphasised 
both the age of the Coalition 
government and opposition to 
its wide-ranging privatisation 
agenda – sometimes called “asset 
recycling”. Labor’s commitment 
to keep public housing in public 
hands will come as a real relief 
to those in Glebe facing ongoing 
evictions, but the future of 
Waterloo remains less certain. 
The grassroots campaign in 
defence of public housing now 
has an opportunity to fight to 
expand social public housing.

The result is unusual in seeing 
a transition from a minority 
Coalition to a likely minority 
Labor government. While the 
Coalition was elected with a 
narrow majority in 2019 it lost 
seats to various scandals leaving 
it reliant on the crossbench. 
Despite its minority status, the 
last government was relatively 
stable, with little suggestion 
the Coalition might lose office, 
and the same stability is likely 
in the next parliament given 
Labor is only narrowly short 
of a majority and has already 
received support on confidence 
and supply issues from three 
independents, including 
Sydney’s Alex Greenwich.

The election saw crossbench 
numbers grow, from nine to 12 
out of 93 members of the lower 
house. Three of the four local 
South Sydney seats – Sydney, 
Newtown and Balmain – were 
again won by crossbench MPs, 
with Labor’s Ron Hoenig retaining 
Heffron. All three incumbent MPs 
gained significant swings, led 
by Jenny Leong whose primary 
vote rose by over 10 per cent. In 
Balmain, Inner West councillor 
Kobi Shetty successfully replaced 
Jamie Parker. Parker is the first 
lower house Greens MP to retire 
in Australia, making Shetty’s 
victory more significant.

The upper house also saw a 
progressive shift. Labor received 
a strong swing, while One Nation 
saw their vote decline, despite 
high-profile leader Mark Latham 
resigning from his eight-year 
term early to head the ticket. 
The crossbench is also likely to 
expand with Legalise Cannabis 
and possibly the Liberal Democrats 
claiming seats for the first time. 

The last minority government 
saw progress on several social 
issues including abortion rights 
and euthanasia. It is likely the 
new parliament will present 
similar opportunities as Labor 
seeks support from progressive 
independents and the Greens. 
Tenant rights and gambling 
reform will lead the way, alongside 
a shift in economic priorities to 
support public sector wages and 
public ownership. S

Ben Spies-Butcher teaches Economy and 
Society and is Discipline Chair of Sociology 
in the Macquarie School of Social Sciences.

Chris Minns MP shoulders challenging responsibilities as the new Premier of New South Wales.
Photo: Michelle Haywood

Thank you! 
After a whirlwind time on the election campaign trail, 
it’s great to take a moment to reflect on everything 
our community has achieved since 2023 began. 
Together we’ve rallied for climate action and trans 
rights, put renters rights at the top of the political 
agenda, and helped finally kick out the Liberals after 
over a decade of Coalition governments. And it is such 
an honour to be able to continue to represent our 
community as the Greens Member for Newtown. 

None of these things would have been possible 
without ongoing support from you: our proudly diverse, 
staunchly progressive, radically inclusive Newtown 
electorate community.

Each day on the campaign it was a privilege to speak 
to members of our community and hear firsthand 
about the issues that matter most to you. From quick 
chats at train stations to longer conversations on front 
porches during door knocks; the housing and climate 
crises, widening inequality, and worries over the rise 
of right‑wing conservatism were concerns we heard 
time and time again.

We know that our communities need relief from the 
rising cost of living, that young people face mounting 
anxiety over climate inaction, and that the most 
vulnerable among us are struggling to find secure 
housing in an increasingly unaffordable market and 
broken public housing system. 

Over my next four years as the Member for Newtown 
I am committed to continuing to work with you to 
push for real, meaningful action to address each of 
these concerns and ensure that our community’s voice 
is heard in Parliament, on the streets, and beyond. 
Our team will continue to work alongside local activists, 
community groups, and policy experts to put real 
solutions on the table to solve the rental, cost of living 
and climate crises – and help build the grassroots 
movements needed to make these solutions a reality.

There is a real sense of hope and opportunity right now 
– with an incoming minority Labor Government that 
will need the support of Greens and progressive 
independents to pass legislation. Representing and 
serving the Newtown electorate as your local member 
for the past eight years has been an incredible 
privilege, and I can’t wait to see what we can 
achieve together over the next four.

Keep up to date with our work by subscribing 
to updates at www.jennyleong.org/sign_up 
or scanning the QR code below:

Authorised by D. Hayden for The Greens NSW. 19a/1 Hordern Place Camperdown NSW 2050.

“People are offered three items 
each and can then come back for 
more when everyone has had a 
chance to find something special 
to wear,” Ms Condon continues. 
“It’s all about sharing, building 
relationships. 

“We recently had a request 
for assistance from Darwin 
where many people are living 
with serious kidney disease. 
They might travel long distances 
for treatment – typically, dialysis 
takes five hours – and they get 
very cold. The request was for 
warm clothes – zip-front jackets, 

beanies, socks and gloves. 
So, we’re doing what we can 
to help.”

Financial support is appreciated, 
too. Donations help fund 
operating and distribution costs, 
which include telephones, IT 
equipment, warehouse storage, 
vehicles, fuel and maintenance. 
Money donations are tax 
deductible. S

Donations of new and quality second-
hand clothing are greatly appreciated. 
Please email Grace for directions to the 
warehouse: info@clothesline.org.au 
www.clothesline.org.au

In line for fine threads
Continued from page 1
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Training can help everyday 
people tackle racism
HUMAN AFFAIRS

 
MARJORIE LEWIS-JONES

WOULD you tell someone 
their racist jokes are offensive? 
Ask someone to stop sending 
you texts that demean an 
Indigenous person or a migrant? 
Would you call the police if 
you saw a serious situation of 
racist hate?

Even if you answered yes 
to all these questions, I’d still 
encourage you to do a Bystander 
Anti-Racism Training session. 
Late last year, I took part in a 
session with a diverse group that 
included childcare workers, an 
equitable housing advocate, an 
LGBTQI+ inclusion officer, a 
volunteer for a Chinese charity 
and other community members 
– and I’m really glad I did.

Bystander intervention is an 
approach that can be used to 
improve situations where it looks 
like a person could use some help. 
It’s about being an active, positive 
contributor – someone who 
challenges problematic behaviour 
effectively and respectfully.

A Deakin University study 
estimates that racism costs the 
Australian economy almost 
$38 billion per year due to its 
health impacts, which include 
anxiety, depression, stress 
and poor quality of life. 

I was shocked to hear from 
our trainer that people with 
Chinese names and Middle 
Eastern names in Australia have 
to make from 64 to 68 per cent 
more applications for jobs to get 
an interview than candidates who 
have Anglo-European names.

Recent anti-Semitism and 
Islamophobia, the surge of 
anti-Asian hate during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and the rise 
of far-right extremism are cited as 
key reasons the Australian Race 
Discrimination Commissioner, 
Chin Tan, relaunched the Racism. 
It Stops with Me initiative in 2022 
(originally launched in 2012). 

“Racism is a longstanding 
problem in Australia,” he said.

‘It denies people the opportunity 
to access justice and equality, 
whether we are in the arena 

of employment, health, or 
the legal justice system.

“By standing together 
against racism, we can then 
build a more just, fair, equal, 
and safe society for us all.”

The Bystander Anti-Racism 
Training session I took part in 
was run by Zarlasht Sarwari, 
Social Researcher and Educator 
at Western Sydney University, 
and organised as part of 
Georges River Council’s Better 
Together four-year anti-racism 
campaign. One key thing I 
learned was that being an ally 
to victims can often profoundly 
influence the feelings they 
and other witnesses take away 
from damaging situations.

Western Sydney University 
Pro Vice-Chancellor Research, 
Professor Kevin Dunn, said the 
three major issues that hold people 
back from speaking out against 
the racism they witness are not 
knowing what action to take, 
whether they will be safe, and 
whether the incident was racism.

“Training in bystander action 
addresses all three obstacles, 
thus releasing the most powerful 
anti-racism resource that we 
have in society – everyday 
people looking after each other 
in their local settings,” he said.

The new Racism. It Stops with 
Me website also offers educational 
resources to help businesses and 
individuals advance racial equity.

Being an active bystander 
isn’t always easy – but First 
Nations peoples and others 
with lived experience of racism 
have been leading anti-racism 
efforts in Australia for centuries, 
and standing with them in this 
longstanding battle matters.

We’re all shaped by the 
racism embedded in our 
society and systems but our 
actions can change individuals, 
institutions and society.

Tackling racism will help 
build a world in which people 
are treated equally regardless of 
their race. S

Anyone who experiences racial 
discrimination can also make a complaint to 
the Australian Human Rights Commission. 
Phone the Commission for advice on 
1300 656 419 04 or (02) 9284 9600.

Zarlasht Sarwari, Social Researcher and Educator at Western Sydney University, and Marguerite 
Elson, Diversity and Inclusion Officer, Georges River Council, at a Bystander Anti-Racism Training 
session they facilitated in Hurstville in November. Photo: Marjorie Lewis-Jones

ENVIRONMENT

MIRIAM PEPPER

UP and down the east coast of 
NSW people are standing up 
to defend the forests they love 
and on which we all depend. 

Native forest logging in our 
state runs at a loss of millions 
of dollars a year to the taxpayer. 
After the devastation of the 2019-
2020 bushfires, throughout the 
pandemic, logging has intensified 
in many areas, increasing 
threats to endangered species 
including koalas and greater 
gliders, and impairing ecosystem 
functions such as climate 
regulation, erosion prevention 
and water quality preservation. 

In the film Gondwana Going 
… Going … Gone?, award-
winning documentary maker 
David Bradbury takes viewers 
to some of the sites of struggle 
for forest protection: Bulga and 
Lorne state forests on Biripi 
country, Gibberagee State Forest 
on Bundjalung country, as well 
as to the Cape Byron Power 
Broadwater power station, 
where native forest biomass is 

burned to generate electricity. 
In this documentary we hear 

perspectives and see actions 
of local people of all ages and 
their supporters who stand in 
the way of logging operations, 
sometimes at great personal 
cost. This is interspersed with 
footage of intact and logged 
forests and a soundtrack that 
both celebrates the forests and 
laments their destruction.

The change of government will 
bring greater protection to the 
forests of NSW. The Labor party 
has pledged to establish a Great 
Koala National Park between 
Kempsey and Coffs Harbour as 
well as a Georges River National 
Park. And, after three months 
of community campaigning 
at Bulga Forest, NSW Forestry 
Corporation has just suspended 
logging in a contentious part 
of the forest – for now. 

However, unlike its 
counterparts in Western 
Australia and Victoria, the 
new government of NSW has 
not committed to end native 
forest logging. In contrast, the 
elected representatives of many 
South Sydney Herald readers are 
crossbenchers who have given 

their support to the campaign. 
Until a policy to end native 

forest logging is adopted and – 
crucially – implemented on the 
ground, including a moratorium 
on logging in proposed national 
park areas, the struggles to 
protect forests will intensify. 

 Following the suspension of 
logging at Bulga Forest, Save 
Bulga Forest spokesperson 
Dr Jarra Hicks said, “We 
understand that Bulga Forest 
won’t be safe until all the 
native forests on public land 
are safe, and the forests are 
no longer being logged. 

“The new Labor government 
has not committed to do that 
as yet. However, we hope 
they will be more open to the 
scientific evidence, which is 
mounting every day, that shows 
the logging needs to stop.” S

Gondwana Going … Going … Gone? 
is available for viewing on YouTube. 
The North East Forest Alliance is an alliance 
of individuals and groups working to 
protect forests throughout north-east NSW. 
The NSW Nature Conservation Council and 
the Bob Brown Foundation both provide 
support for concerned citizens to be part of 
the campaign to end native forest logging.
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SSH

To secure our future. 
The South Sydney Herald is free 
to read but isn’t free to produce. 
Every subscription helps cover 
our costs and secure our future. 

To support independent media.
There are very few local papers 
left in print in NSW but we 
reach thousands of people in 
social housing and others for 
whom online access to vital 
information can be difficult.

To champion locals. 
We champion local people and 
organisations who are making 
a difference, building stronger 
networks and communities. 

To help us mentor journalists.
We mentor journalists and 
citizen reporters to assist them 
to see why quality independent 
journalism is so important.

To maintain our online presence. 
Our strong web and social media 
presence ensure messages of 
hope, equity and sustainability 
inspire new audiences.

To keep in touch. 
Even if you’ve moved away, 
you can maintain your link 
with South Sydney by receiving 
the South Sydney Herald 
each month.  S 

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE? 
Start your Gold ($120 per year) or 
Staunch ($72 per year) subscription here: 
southsydneyherald.com.au/subscription

OTHER WAYS TO HELP 
Donate via our donate button here: 
southsydneyherald.com.au/subscription 

Advertise your product or service see: 
southsydneyherald.com.au/advertising 
or email adverts@ssh.com.au 

Volunteer to write, take photos, 
illustrate or distribute for us? 
Email marjorie@ssh.com.au

Defenders of the forests
Lorne forest protectors. Photo: Supplied 

Why subscribe to the South Sydney Herald?
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MARK SCOTT

THE University of Sydney 
welcomes Deborah Cheetham 
Fraillon to the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music. 

As a practising artist, Professor 
Deborah Cheetham Fraillon 
will be lecturing and mentoring 
students in vocal and opera 
studies and composition. She will 
also conduct research delivered 
as performance practise.

Professor Cheetham Fraillon 
AO is a Yorta Yorta/Yuin soprano 
and composer specialising in 
chamber, orchestral, choral 
and operatic settings of First 
Nations traditional languages and 
narratives across Australia. She 
is widely celebrated and a leader 
on the subject of the importance 
of cultural authority in the Art 
Music space. Professor Cheetham 
Fraillon has championed the 
voice and visibility of classically 
trained First Nations musicians 
through her achievements as a 
composer, performer and artistic 
director of the Short Black 
Opera and Ensemble Dutala.

The position is funded thanks 
to a generous bequest from the 
late Elizabeth Todd OAM. Ms 
Todd was a graduate of the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music before 
joining as a lecturer in singing in 
1948. She continued to teach until 
1985, retiring as Senior Lecturer 
and Head of Vocal Studies.

Inaugural Elizabeth Todd Chair of 
Vocal Studies 

Professor Cheetham Fraillon 
graduated from the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music with 

a Bachelor of Music Education 
in 1986 and returns this year 
as the inaugural Elizabeth 
Todd Chair of Vocal Studies.

“It is a great honour to return to 
my alma mater as the Elizabeth 
Todd Chair of Vocal Studies,” she 
said. “Ms Todd was a revered 
singing teacher, and I had the 
great good fortune to sing for her 
on a number of occasions when 
I was a student in Sydney.”

“I look forward to this 
opportunity to contribute to the 
development of the next generation 
of musicians at Australia’s most 
prestigious conservatorium. My 
aim is to strengthen knowledge 
and understanding of the true 
purpose of music as central to 
our way of being,” she said.

Composer, soprano, educator
Professor Cheetham Fraillon is 

much in demand as a composer 
with recent major commissions 
including works for The Australian 
Ballet (The Hum 2023), Sydney 
Symphony Orchestra (Ghost 
Light 2022), the Melbourne 

Symphony Orchestra (Baparripna 
2022), and Victorian Opera 
(Parrwang Lifts the Sky 2021).

Professor Anna Reid, Dean of the 
Sydney Conservatorium of Music, 
said, “Deborah Cheetham Fraillon 
is the single most outstanding 
Indigenous classical music artist 
that Australia has produced. 
This is possibly one of the most 
important appointments we have 
made. The Sydney Conservatorium 
of Music is simply thrilled to 
bits to have Professor Cheetham 
Fraillon join our faculty – an artist 
of this calibre and experience will 
profoundly change the learning 
environment for our students and 
the manner of our engagement 
with faculty.” S

 

Authorised by Vice-Chancellor and 
Principal Prof. Mark Scott.  
Enquiries: 9351 2000 
info.centre@sydney.edu.au

Welcome to Deborah Cheetham Fraillon 
as Chair of Vocal Studies

Deborah Cheetham Fraillon returns to her alma mater as the inaugural Elizabeth Todd Chair of Vocal Studies. 
Photo: The University of Sydney.

LOCALS

ANDREW COLLIS

ASHLEY Anne-Maree Montabello 
was a kind person. Whenever we 
met – for lunch or coffee at Barn 
Doors Café on Redfern Street, 
with carers from St Vincent de 
Paul, at the Uniting Church in 
Raglan Street, in Phillip Street – 
she would greet me as a friend, 
with affection, humour, respect. 
And I will never forget it.

Ashley was a brave person. 
In April 2022 she was at 
Redfern railway station when 
a man fainted and fell from the 
platform. His head hit the tracks. 
A bystander recorded it. The Daily 
Mail reported it. How Ashley 
leapt from the platform, how she 
crossed herself and positioned 
herself between the fallen man 
and the approaching train – 
that she offered him whatever 
protection she could.

Those who knew Ashley best 
know that she often showed this 
kind of compassion.

We gathered for Ashley’s 
funeral on Thursday March 23, 
at the Liverpool Cemetery Chapel. 
We gave thanks for Ashley’s life 
– for all the ways her life blessed 
ours. We grieved her passing and 
offered support to Ashley’s partner 
Tommy, Ashley’s sisters and 
many friends.

We read from the gospel of 
Luke. In the parable Jesus tells 
(Luke 10:25-37), the one who 
showed compassion was an 
outsider, a Samaritan. In contrast 
to the Judean religious leaders – 
“respectable”, “important” – the 
Samaritan was quick to respond 
to a person beaten and fallen, 
to offer help and then ongoing 
care. The Samaritan – according 
to southern prejudices suspect, 
improper – was properly religious, 
that is, concerned for a neighbour 
in need.

We recommitted ourselves 
to compassion – in the Spirit of 
Jesus, with properly religious 
concern, in honour of Ashley 
– compassion, understanding, 
advocacy. We recommitted 
ourselves to opposing harmful 

stereotypes of drug users, people 
in pain; overcoming ignorance, 
including our own, when it comes 
to addiction, when it comes to 
trauma; seeking adequate health 
care, housing, support services. 
We recommitted ourselves to 
speaking up, taking action – 
trying and trying again. 

Ashley Anne-Maree Montabello 
was a good person. S

Vale Ashley Montabello (1990-2023)

TANYA PLIBERSEK MP
Federal Member for Sydney

TANYA PLIBERSEK MP
Federal Member for Sydney

1A Great Buckingham St, Redfern NSW 2016 

T: 9379 0700  E: Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

A GOVERNMENT FOR WOMEN:
I’m proud to be a part of the first majority women 
government in Australian history. We know that we make 
better decisions as a government when we have more 
diverse voices around the table.

Already, we’ve introduced 10 days paid family and domestic 
violence leave, reformed paid parental leave, supported a 
wage increase for our lowest paid workers who are often in 
female-dominated industries, introduced measures to close 
the gender pay gap, and legislated for cheaper childcare 
which will start on July 1, helping more than 1.2 million 
families.

Recently we announced we are delivering Australia’s first 
Endometriosis and Pelvic Pain clinics, with at least one in 
every state and territory. Because women’s pain should be 
taken seriously. But there’s still more to do.

We’re currently developing our new Gender Equality 
Strategy. This strategy will make sure our government gets 
the full picture of what life is really like in areas like care, 
work, economic security, safety, health and more. 

Submissions are now open, you can share your thoughts 
here: https://www.pmc.gov.au/office-women/national-
strategy-achieve-gender-equality/survey

HELP US SAVE KOALAS:
No one wants to imagine an Australia without koalas. But 
sadly, koalas are currently endangered in NSW, ACT and 
QLD. As part of our $76 million in Saving Koalas Fund, our 
government is investing more than $10 million to help local 
communities protect and restore koala habitat.

Grants of between $50,000 and $200,000 are now available 
for local organisations for things like planting koala food 
trees, removing large woody weeds, improving koala 
corridors, and First Nations activities that support koalas on 
Country. 

This funding is about supporting local groups to do what 
they do best – getting communities involved in protecting 
this iconic species.

Read more and apply here: https://business.gov.au/grants-
and-programs/saving-koalas-fund-community-grants-
round-2

PARLIAMENT ON KING CAFÉ VISIT:
Recently I had the privilege of introducing Andrew Giles, 
Labor’s Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and 
Multicultural Affairs to the team at Parliament on King. Many 
of you would be familiar with Ravi and Della, and the work 
they do.  For 7 years they have trained over 350 asylum 
seekers and refugees and given them important hospitality 
skills to help build confidence, networks and set them up for 
work. We stopped by to announce that our government is 
investing more than $500,000 in Parliament on King so Ravi 
can train even more people. I’d also like to extend a big 
congratulations to two other local community organisations, 
Plate It Forward and The Social Outfit which also received 
government funding to continue the incredible work they do.

APRIL MOBILE OFFICES: SATURDAY 29th APRIL 2023
I’ll be holding mobile offices around the electorate at the end 
of April. These are a chance for you to drop by, say hi, and 
share your thoughts with me. I’d love to see you there.

Locations:
Eveleigh: Carriageworks from 9:00am – 9:45am
245 Wilson Street, Eveleigh

Zetland: East Village from 10:00am – 10:45am
4 Defies Ave, Zetland

Rosebery: Outside Woolworths from 11:15am – 12pm 
Corner of Crewe Place and Rothschild Avenue, Rosebery

Best wishes,

Ashley and partner Tommy, Liverpool Cemetery 
Chapel. Photo: Courtesy of Tommy Cloos
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POLITICS

SSH

LIFELINE, the national 
organisation that provides 
all Australians experiencing 
emotional distress with access 
to 24-hour crisis support and 
suicide prevention services, is 
celebrating its 60th Anniversary 
at a time when it is in demand 
more than ever before.

Before the Covid-19 pandemic 
and Black Summer bushfires, 
Lifeline received an average of 
about 2,400 contacts per day.

That number has since 
blown out to 3,800 a day.

Lifeline has seen a 49 
per cent increase in people 
reaching out for help via its 
website and an increase in 
crisis calls from people in 
financial distress, especially 
vulnerable and young people.

Lifeline Australia CEO 
Colin Seery said, “Our centres 
are reporting an increase 
in help seekers who have 
never experienced financial 

stress before. And we know 
cost-of-living pressures also 
disproportionately impact the 
most vulnerable, including 
people who are unemployed, 
renters and young families.”

Lifeline’s crisis support phone 
line was the first of its kind in 
Australia. It was founded in 
Sydney on March 16, 1963, by 
the Rev. Dr Sir Alan Walker 
OBE after he took a call from a 
distressed man who later took 
his own life. Determined not to 
let isolation and lack of support 
be the cause of more deaths, 
Sir Alan launched what was later 
to become the organisation’s 24/7 
telephone crisis line, 13 11 14.

With roots in the Central 
Methodist Church (now 
Wesley Mission), Lifeline’s 
very first phone operator began 
taking calls in a building on 
Flinders Street, Darlinghurst. 
Lifeline took 100 calls on that 
first day and the phone hasn’t 
stopped ringing since, quickly 
expanding around Australia. 

By the end of 1963 Lifeline 
had ten full-time staff and 
300 volunteers. 

Today, Lifeline is the country’s 
leading crisis support and 
suicide prevention organisation. 
Its network of 41 centres and 
11,000 staff and volunteers across 
Australia receives more than 
2.5 million telephone, text and 
online chat contacts each year.

It is involved in all aspects of 
suicide prevention and provides 
services including non-judgmental 
suicide prevention support, 
self-help resources and toolkits, 
mental health information and 
programs, training and advocacy. 
Some centres offer face-to-face 
crisis support and counselling, 
including financial counselling.

Lifeline’s services are important 
because every day nearly nine 
Australians die by suicide — 
more than double the road toll.

Every 30 seconds, a 
person in Australia reaches 
out to Lifeline for help.

According to John Brogden, 
President of LifeLine International, 
and Patron and former Chairman 
of Lifeline Australia, that was 
good news because it meant 
people were reaching out. 

“If you are feeling under 

FAITH

JOANNA THYER

THERE has been a lot of 
controversy in the media about 
Harmony Day – and the need to 
address racial discrimination. 
In view of this, University 
of Technology Sydney (UTS) 
Multi-Faith chaplaincy and 
several Activate religious clubs 
on campus decided to collaborate 
to put on an event “Women and 
Faith” for Harmony Day, on 
March 21, celebrating cultural 
and religious diversity, and 
harmonious dialogue.

No one is under the illusion 
that we live in a harmonious 
society – there are always 
differences and clashes of 
opinion – but the aim of this 
event was to highlight dialogue 
between different faiths and 
also within different traditions 
– a subject that is not really 
dealt with by most media. 

The women of different faiths 
discussed their role models and 
the challenges and opportunities 
they sometimes face in what are 
often religions with patriarchal 
histories and structures. They also 
spoke about what it means to 
be a woman of faith in today’s 
pluralistic, secular world.

UTS Multi-Faith Chaplaincy 
focusses on pastorally 
supporting students from all 
cultures, faiths, and people of 
no faith, to create meaningful 
discussion and collaboration. 
In particular it helps to foster 
belonging and personal 
development, while encouraging 
students to become fuller human 
beings. Free agency in terms of 
beliefs and personal life choices 
is highly emphasised. A similar, 
collaborative, multi-faith event 
took place in August 2022 with 
the topic “War and Peace”.

The “Women and Faith” 
event speakers were: a Hindu 
nun, Pravrajika Gayatriprana, 
from the Women’s Interfaith 
Network and also President of 
NSW and SA Vedanta societies; 
Rabbi Jacki Ninio from Emanuel 
Synagogue; Shaykhah Umm 
Jamaal ud-Din – an Islamic 
scholar, a “revert” to Islam, and 
one of the first three qualified 
women to become an official 
member of the Australian National 
Imams Council; and Patricia 
Thomas – a pastoral theologian 
and Managing Consultant of Grief 
Care at Catholic Cemeteries. 

The women spoke about their 
role models – for example Rabbi 
Jacki mentioned the prophetess 
Miriam from the Old Testament, 
and Shaykhah Umm Jamaal 
mentioned Aisha – the third wife 
of Prophet Muhammad, PBUH. 
Rabbi Jacki had also just had a 
meeting with Catholic bishops 
that week for an ecumenical 
committee, and Patricia engages 
widely with the community due 
to her work in bereavement.

During the Q&A that followed, 
students of various faiths 
asked questions and a good 
discussion ensued around topics 
ranging from unconditional and 
universal love, the importance 
of community, the challenges 
of being in faith environments 
that are often heralded by men, 
“the Mother aspect of God”, 
Old Testament female prophets 
and leaders, and the importance 
of acquiring knowledge, “building 
yourself well”, relationships, and 
establishing boundaries with 
others. The stress on God as a 
God of relationship was made, 
and how contemplation and 
transformation help us in our 
humanity and also help us to deal 
with suffering. S

Joanna Thyer (Joanna.thyer@uts.edu.au) is 
UTS Multi-Faith Chaplaincy Coordinator.

‘Women and Faith’ event 
celebrates diversity

Let’s celebrate our heroes in headsets

Yes — a new chapter in our national story 
GUEST EDITORIAL

TANYA PLIBERSEK

LATER this year, Australians 
will be given the chance 
to deliver constitutional 
recognition and a Voice to 
Parliament for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islanders.

It’s an exciting time for our 
country. You can feel momentum 
growing around Australia, as 
the campaign ramps up in every 
state and territory.

We are also making progress 
for the Voice in parliament. 
In March, our Labor government 
released the wording we intend 
to take to this referendum:

“A Proposed Law: to alter 
the Constitution to recognise 
the First Peoples of Australia 

by establishing an Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Voice.

Do you approve this proposed 
alteration?”

This is a simple proposition – 
about recognition and advice.

We know that Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Island 
communities continue to 
face challenges.

Isn’t it just common sense to 
get advice from the people most 
affected when we make laws that 
impact them?

We are so lucky to share this 
country with the oldest living 
culture on earth.

This referendum is a chance 
for Australians to come together 
and start a new chapter in our 
national story.

If you’re as excited as I am 
about this opportunity, here are 
three ways you can get involved:

 � Contact my office by phone 
on (02) 9379 0700 or email 
Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.
gov.au to collect a Yes poster or 
sticker, or let us know if you’d 
like to be involved in the local 
Yes campaign. 

 � Check out the resources on the 
Yes campaign website here: 
yes23.com.au And chat to 
your friends and family.

 � Make sure you are on the 
electoral roll for the referendum 
– you can enrol to vote, check 
your enrolment, or update your 
details at aec.gov.au S

enormous stress and pressure, if 
you are worried, if you’re at risk of 
hurting yourself or taking your own 
life, please don’t suffer in silence.

“Please ring Lifeline or reach 
out to a friend. Get some help, 
get the help you need because 
that will get you through a very 
difficult situation.” S

Reach Lifeline, 24/7, via the phone 
service on 13 11 14, the online text 
service 0477 13 11 14 or chat service.

A member of Lifeline’s Trouble Team responds to a crisis support call in the 1960s.  
Photo: Supplied by Wesley Mission
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EXHIBITIONS

SSH 

PUBLIC housing residents and renters 
across inner Sydney are breathing a huge 
sigh of relief after the election of a Labor 
government for NSW on March 25. 

Housing insecurity has been a major 
concern for so many in our community that 
Labor’s comprehensive plan for fair and 
affordable housing in NSW is very welcome. 
Premier Chris Minns has also said, “if we don’t 
deliver, by all means hold us to account”.

The Tenants’ Union photo exhibition 
on March 9 at Customs House 
featured photography from a state-wide 
photography competition the union ran 
which captured the realities of the rental 
crisis in NSW. The category winner for 
Place was Daniel Gerling whose striking 

portrait “Transient Home” shows how 
dehumanising housing instability can feel. 
His words also offer a striking picture of 
what “home” can mean when it is secure. 

Daniel writes: “A home is not made from 
bricks and mortar, but love and memories.” 
This quote from the classic movie The Castle 
is as relevant today as it was 25 years ago. 
It highlights the importance of being able to 
sink your roots into the ground and imprint 
your identity on the environment around you. 
Our homes are now seen as nothing more 
than investment opportunities to be flipped 
and sold in spite of the lives of the occupants.

“This transitory feeling is reflected 
in my photograph with my sister being 
transparent at her desk. As young renters we 
are vulnerable to having our home whisked 
away at a moment’s notice for reasons such as 
excessive rent increases or no-cause evictions. 
The house will then be rid of our identity with 
a new coat of paint as if it were diseased.”

‘Home is where you can sink your roots’

Sweeney Todd (Tom Borbilas) has his chance to slit Judge Turpin’s (Fergus Harley-Macdonald’s) throat in revenge for the judge’s unjust 
decimation of Sweeney’s life and family. Photo: Clare Hawley

Daniel Gerling’s striking portrait of his sister in ‘Transient Home’ shows how dehumanising housing instability can feel.

This Sweeney Todd 
was a cut above
THEATRE

MARJORIE LEWIS-JONES

MORE than 110 students, teachers 
and technicians from Newtown High 
School of the Performing Arts (NHSPA) 
collaborated to recreate a brilliant and 
bloodcurdling tale of revenge set in 
Victorian-era London in a sell-out season 
at St George’s Hall on King Street.

Stephen Sondheim’s, Sweeney Todd: 
The Demon Barber of Fleet Street, is a 
notoriously difficult musical to perform. 
It requires – as NHSPA Principal Sharon 
Roberts points out – “a specially designed 
barber’s chair, a trap door, a range of 
razors, 19th century costumes, a massed 
orchestra capable of playing a complex 
score and versatile performers to be 
accomplished actors, singers and dancers”.

NHSPA’s version of Sweeney Todd, 
staged over six performances from March 
8 to March 11, was both riveting and 
seamless. It carried audience members 
on its rollercoaster ride with verve and 
immediacy – revealing skills and a level 
of professionalism more commonly 
equated with seasoned performers.

Director Judith Hoddinot said 
she loved the challenge of bringing 
Sondheim’s dark classic to life and using 
her skills as a director and designer to 
bring out the best in the students.

“It has been such a fulfilling collaborative 
experience with the talented musicians, 
gifted actors and accomplished stage 
technicians. We have pushed our 
resources, staff and students to prove 
that we are truly a flagship performing 
arts high school that can tackle the most 
ambitious and difficult of works!”

Sweeney Todd is the sad and unsettling 
story of Benjamin Barker, a barber who 
returns home to London’s Fleet Street after 
15 years of exile to reunite with his wife and 
daughter. Instead, Sweeney Todd (as Barker 
has renamed himself) is confronted by loss 
and despair and seeks revenge on the corrupt 
judge who ruined his life. When retribution 
eludes him, Sweeney becomes ruthlessly 
violent, murdering as many people as he can. 
His business associate Mrs Lovett bakes 

the bodies into meat pies and sells them to 
the unsuspecting public. Business thrives!

Tom Borbilas, with his dark eyes, stiff 
frame and booming bass voice, played a 
convincing and emotionally disturbed 
Sweeney Todd who’s been twisted into 
malignance by life’s circumstances.

Lucy de Hosson was captivating as Mrs 
Lovett with her clear-as-a-bell voice, music 
hall instincts and marvellously expressive 
face all pointing towards a long and 
fruitful (post-student) life in the theatre.

Anouk Macarthur-Mitchell as Tobias 
Ragg gave a spirited and nuanced 
performance, demonstrating an 
impressive shift in tone upon learning that 
Sweeney has been killing his customers 
and the pies are made of humans.

The young lovers Johanna (Maya 
Crisafulli), Anthony Hope (Blake 
O’Mara), Judge Turpin (Fergus Harley-
Macdonald’s), Adolfo Pirelli (Andrew 
Pieri), Beadle Bamford (Catherine Laga’aia) 
and the Beggar Woman (Carmen Rolfe) 
all played to their theatrical strengths 
and ensemble members helped bring 
the macabre story to life with strong 
chorus work, poignant cameos and fun 
moments especially during scenes set in 
the marketplace, pie shop and asylum.

Musical Director and Conductor, 
Emlyn Lewis-Jones, said of Sondheim’s 
music: “From the eerie, unnerving organ 
prelude and the screeching factory whistle 
that open Sweeney Todd, we know that 
it’s not going to be a relaxing night of 
whimsy. Rather, a dangerous, dark and 
frightening journey of revenge and murder 
in 19th century industrial London.”

The 32-member orchestra included 
students aged from Year 8 to Year 11 along 
with three NHSPA Music teachers (Ynping 
Mak, Deborah McGowan and Philip 
Podreka) and a bass-playing parent (Mark 
Harris) all of whom mastered the complex 
score confidently and with textural richness.

“Dissonance, beauty of melody, 
unexpected harmonies and fretful 
metric instability feature throughout the 
music”, said Mr Lewis-Jones, “and I’m 
proud of how hard the players worked 
to master the musical challenges.”

The cleverness of the scenery (Production 
Technical Manager and Lighting Design 

Benjamin Turner), the excellence of the 
makeup and wigs (Amber Johnson), and 
contributions by other members of the creative 
team including Assistant Production Manager 
Dash Cole, Stage Manager Zoe Van Munster, 
and Assistant Director Jasper Reucassel are all 
worthy of mention. The P&C were also very 
supportive and Dominique Sweers (Teacher 

Librarian) made and donated the pies used 
in the performances and for audiences to 
consume at interval – moreish and delicious 
morsels coming with a full guarantee that no 
humans were harmed in their production

Disclosure: Marjorie Lewis-Jones is 
married to Emlyn Lewis-Jones.
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Book Review
by Catherine DeMayo

My Father’s House  
Joseph O’Connor
Penguin Books, $32.99

The opening pages of this book 
offer a succinct plot summary: 
“A small band of unlikely friends led 
by a courageous priest is drawn into 
deadly danger. By Christmastime, 
it’s too late to turn back.”

My Father’s House is a nail-
biting thriller, as well as the 
story of a genuine Christian hero 
– Monsignor Hugh O’Flaherty 
from County Kerry, stationed 
at the Vatican when Germany 
captured Rome in September 1943. 
When humanity faced one of its 
most dire tests, O’Flaherty stood 
with the oppressed, repeatedly 
risking his life to do so.

While My Father’s House is a 
novel, it is based on true events. 
Monsignor Hugh O’Flaherty was 
indeed a courageous priest who 
helped saved thousands of lives.

The Nazis began their brutal 
9-month occupation of Rome. 
By mid-October, they had rounded 
up over 1000 of Rome’s Jews; fewer 
than 20 returned after the war.

While Pope Pius XII has drawn 
criticism for not doing more for 

Italy’s Jews and for failing to 
denounce the German invasion, 
dozens of priests, nuns and others 
within Rome and the Vatican 
worked constantly behind the 
scenes to save lives. O’Flaherty and 
his group – known as “the Choir” – 
are credited with saving over 6,000 
people from almost certain death.

Author Joseph O’Connor is a 
fellow Irishman with a long list 
of published works. He used a 
wide range of sources but stresses 
that much of the book is fiction.

After months of helping escaped 
POWs, Resistance fighters and 
Jews evade capture, the Choir 
knows that the hundreds of people 
in hiding – with neighbours, in 
convents, in the Vatican itself – are 
in increasing danger. The Nazi in 
charge of ferreting them out, Paul 
Hauptmann (clearly based on the 
real Herman Kappler, later indicted 
for war crimes) is under increasing 
pressure to find those responsible 
for the Escape Line which has been 
spiriting their targets out of Rome.

Hauptmann is sure that 
O’Flaherty is involved; his cat 
and mouse stalking of O’Flaherty 
adds to the dramatic tension.

O’Flaherty and his Choir 
decide that the best time to 
make a concerted move – which 
means transferring hundreds 
of hidden humans and wads of 
cash – is on Christmas Eve.

In the riveting first chapter, we 
meet O’Flaherty and Choir member 
Delia Kiernan, desperately racing 
to hospital with a grievously ill 
British escapee disguised as a Nazi. 
Its sections then alternate between 
third person accounts of the fateful 
Christmas Eve mission and pretend 
interviews and journal entries from 
other members of the Choir years 
after the events. If some readers 

find this frustrating – we want to 
know what happens on Christmas 
Eve! – that adds to the suspense.

Yet the structure shows how 
crucial the roles of O’Flaherty’s 
accomplices were. O’Flaherty 
was a hero, but could not have 
succeeded without the help of the 
Choir and many other ordinary 
Romans willing to risk a horrible, 
lingering death if apprehended.

Alternately harrowing and 
inspiring – and sometimes both 
simultaneously – My Father’s 
House is a fascinating story of 
good people standing up to evil 
– and (sometimes) winning.

 » books@ssh.com.au

Theatre Review
Catherine Skipper

On a Clear Day You Can See Forever
Adaptation: Jay James-Moody
Director: Jay James-Moody
Seymour Centre
March 21 – April 15, 2023 
Tickets: www.squabbalogic.com.au

Jay James-Moody’s adaptation 
of a musical with a long history 
of mixed reviews is undoubtedly a 
success. Supremely entertaining, 
with memorably performed 
songs by a talented cast and a 
dynamic ensemble, On a Clear 
Day explores the complex 
themes of loss, gender, sexuality, 
and power amid the hilarity 
generated by a comedy of errors.

“On a Clear Day …” most 
people know the song and maybe 
have seen one of the several other 
incarnations of the original 1965 
musical with music by Burton Lane 
and lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner. It is 
prime material for Squabbalogic, a 
company which aims to reimagine 
less performed material in a 
way relevant to the present and 
which, in this case, coincides 
with WorldPride Sydney 2023.

A major problem confronting 
the revised narrative is the 
distribution of focus between three 
key characters; Dr Mark Bruckner 
(Blake Bowden), a psychiatrist, 
Daisy/David Gamble (Jay James-
Moody), his patient, and Melinda 
(Madeleine Jones), who emerges 
from Daisy’s unconscious mind 
during a regression into a past 
life and of whom he is unaware. 
While the insecure and quirky 
Daisy and the self-confident and 
challenging Melinda are bound 
to capture attention, how not to 
sideline the withdrawn Mark, 
grieving for the loss of his wife? 

We might understand the 
glamorous 1920s Melinda – who 
comes complete with a grumpy, 
womanising artist husband, Edward 
Moncrief (James Haxby) – as a 
projection Daisy’s inner desire 
to fit the demands of his male 
fiancé, Warren (also Haxby) – but 
is that it? Is she more a creation 
of Mark’s desire to have his wife 
restored to him? Or is there yet 
a further question which the 
straight Mark is reluctant to put 
to himself in any other way than 
through another man’s fantasy? 
How well that question is put 
in a beautifully choreographed 
and time dance sequence.

From the moment Daisy pops 
up from the theatre audience 

(and hooking them straight 
into the action) during a public 
demonstration of the power of 
hypnosis, James-Moody wins 
hearts. His supernatural powers are 
endearing if annoying to others, 
and his desire to be cured of his 
smoking addiction – an expression 
of his wish to escape the brutal 
criticisms of a self-hating gay 
partner – is spurred by his attraction 
to Mark who seems to appreciate 
him for himself alone. But is this 
the case? Or rather is Daisy just 
a case that feeds Mark’s research 
into reincarnation as solace for his 
own grief? Does Mark overreach 
the trust a vulnerable patient places 
in him? Should we hate him?

Happily, the musical numbers 
include songs omitted from the 1965 
production and songs written for 
the Streisand film all of which are 
incorporated in a way supportive to 
the narrative. The ensemble (Billie 
Palin, Natalie Abbott, Lincoln 
Elliott and Haxby) shine in the 
comedic numbers, James-Moody 
winningly saddened in “What 
did I have that I don’t have”, 
Jones (with ensemble) fiercely 
proactive in “Don’t tamper with 
my sister” and however well the 
song is known, Bowden’s finale 
to each act, “On a Clear Day 
…” is delivered with impact. 

The semi-concealed orchestra 
(orchestrations by Natalya Aynsley) 
above the stage was a pleasing 
addition, the lighting used to 
considerable and changing effects, 
and the settings gliding from 
no-nonsense office to flourishing 
floor top garden smoothly. 
While reimaginings are risky 
business these days, good production 
values are always important.

 » theatre@ssh.com.au

O’Connor clinches it

The accents drew me into 
the audiobook of Inishowen 
and then the melancholy 
intertwining of Inspector 
Martin Aitken’s and Ellen 
Donnelly’s destinies clinched 
the deal (even though some 
of the scenes involving Ellen’s 
philandering husband were 
farfetched). Ellen goes to 
the Irish town of Inishowen 
provoked by a cancer diagnosis 
and a desire to find her 
mother; Martin is prompted 
by a Christmas alone grieving 
for his dead son; and Ellen’s 
husband to get her back. 
Author Joseph O’Connor 
ensures the criminal gets his 
comeuppance at the end. 

McKenzie is masterful

If you lived through recent 
floods in Australia, the gripping 
opening chapter of The Torrent 
by Dinuka McKenzie, will 
bring back visions or give you 
insights into what it must have 
been like. In Northern New 
South Wales, heavily pregnant 
and a week away from maternity 
leave, Detective Sergeant Kate 
Miles is investigating a violent 
hold-up at a local fast-food 
restaurant and the case of a man 
drowned in the floodwaters. 
She’s smart and vulnerable. 
McKenzie’s pitch-perfect 
police procedural made me 
grab her newer Kate Miles’ 
offering Taken straight away. 

SELECTED BY MARJORIE LEWIS-JONESFive mysteries to savour

Mortimer amuses 
If you like Richard Osman’s 

Thursday Murder Club Mystery 
Series then grab yourself 
The Satsuma Complex a cosy 
new crime novel from renowned 
British comedian Bob Mortimer. 
Mortimer brings his quirky 
humour and gentle humanity 
to his debut, which features 
Gary Thorn, an unremarkable 
thirty-year-old London-
based legal assistant who gets 
tangled in a plot centring 
around an encrypted USB 
stick, police corruption and a 
work acquaintance’s untimely 
death. Gary reveals some 
good-humoured self-awareness 
in relating with a woman 
called Emily, his neighbour 
Grace and a squirrel. Fun.  

Scrivenor runs deep 

Hayley Scrivenor’s debut 
Dirt Town is compelling. 
Shifting narrators reveal the 
connections and resentments 
simmering beneath the 
surface of a small, regional 
Australian town rocked by the 
disappearance of 12-year-old 
Esther. Her friends Ronnie 
and Lewis are perceptive 
as they battle shame, fear 
and the bad behaviour of 
too many adults. Their grief 
is also palpable. Detective 
Sergeant Sarah Michaels enters 
the town grappling with its 
sexism, insularity and her own 
private disgrace; a painful 
reminder anyone can commit 
a crime. “Things happen, and 
anyone could end up there.”

McTiernan thrills 

The Ruin, The Scholar, and 
The Good Turn confirmed 
Dervla McTiernan’s place as 
one of Australia’s best crime 
writers. The Murder Rule 
cements this reputation with 
its a twisty, suspenseful plot 
and shifty protagonist Hannah 
Rokeby who’s wheedled 
her way on to the team of 
The University of Virginia’s 
Innocence Project – a pro bono 
clinic that seeks exoneration 
for wrongfully convicted 
people. The novel weaves 
together dual perspectives 
– Hannah’s in 2019 as she 
works for the project, and her 
mother’s diary from 1994 – to 
a chilling conclusion.  



PAT CLARKE

CAN autumn really be here? After the 
sweltering heat of recent weeks, the drop 
in temperature is so welcome. 

NSW School Holidays commence Monday 
April 10 until Friday April 21. Check with 
your local council for holiday activities in 
your area.

Sydney Royal Easter Show – Friday April 
6 to Monday April 17. Tickets can be 
purchased online and apparently daily 
on-site tickets are limited in number. All 
other information about the Show can be 
found on https://eastershow.com.au

The 41st Greek Festival of Sydney 
continues until May 27, 2023, ending in 
Greek Fest at Brighton on that day. Music, 
art and history events can be found at 
https://greekfestivalofsydney.com.au

Utopia Art Sydney at 983 Bourke Street, 
Waterloo, is showing works by artist 
Christopher Hodges depicting his 
interpretation of the central Australian 
landscape by decades of visiting the area, 
and looking at the way indigenous artists 
Albert Namitjira and Otto Pareroultja had 
depicted it. From Saturday April 1 until 
Saturday April 29, Tuesday to Saturday from 
10am to 5pm. This is a free event.

Australian Heritage Festival is from April 
10 to May 14 (includes World Heritage Day 
on April 18) and is in conjunction with the 
National Trust and local councils.

FILEF (Federation of Italian Migrants 
and their Families) and First Nations 
Photographic Exhibition at Leichhardt 
Library from April 1 to 28 between 
10am-5pm.

Open Houses of Newtown Saturday May 
6 from 3pm to 4pm at 26 Oxford Street, 
Newtown. Free Admission by e-ticket only 
from www.eventbrite.com.au/e/heritage- 
festival-2023

Waterloo Library temporary closure
Waterloo Library is closed for roof repairs 
and is expected to reopen in late July 2023. 
The returns chute won’t be open during 
this time. The nearest branch is Green 
Square Library.

Other events and activities for April
April 1 April Fool’s Day
April 20-22  Earth Day – find inspiration 

at earthday.org
April 20-25 World Allergy Week
April 22 Jelly Bean Day!

By the time of distribution, the outcome 
of the NSW Election may be finalised. 
Congratulations to all of those hardy 
souls who got elected or re-elected, 
and particularly to their selfless helpers, 
without whom it wouldn’t have happened.

Wishing all our volunteers, readers and 
supporters a very happy and safe Easter 
and school holiday break.  S

 » volunteers@ssh.com.au

Volunteers' News
Masters to 
be decided
SPORT

 
STEVE TURNER

GOLFING fans are eagerly awaiting the 
upcoming Masters at Augusta National. 

World No. 1 Scottie Scheffler returns 
as defending champion after an 
impressive three-shot victory in last 
year’s contest, while Rory McIlroy 
arrives with another opportunity to 
complete the career Grand Slam.

Tiger Woods is set to be back in action, 
a year on from making his long-awaited 
comeback from injury and four years since 
his dramatic 15th major title. Jon Rahm, 
Patrick Cantlay and recent WGC-Dell 
Technologies Match Play winner Sam 
Burns are all chasing major victory.

The Championships about to launch
The Championships at Randwick 

racecourse are almost underway. 
They will provide world class racing 
in many events over the carnival. 

The $3 million Group 1 TJ Smith 
Stakes (1200 metres) has drawn a high-
class field, featuring champion sprinter 
Nature Strip, 2022 Everest winner Giga 
Kick, recent Group 1 Newmarket winner 
In Secret and exciting young sprinters 
Coolangatta and Uncommon James. 

The $3 million Group 1 Queen Elizabeth 
Stakes (2000 metres) is looking like 
a clash between Australian champ 
Anamoe and UK super horse Dubai 
Honour. Star Sydney mare Montefilia 
will be trying to spoil the party. 

A fitting tribute to John Sattler (1942-2023)
Rugby league reporter John Lanzky 

writes: “John Sattler outshone them 
all. I was there at the SCG in 1970 for 
one of the toughest grand finals of all 
time. I saw Sattler’s gutsy performance, 
playing most of the game with a broken 
jaw. Then I was at the leagues club 
three months later when Sattler walked 
in, relaxed and smiling. Souths’ Round 
4 win over Manly, 13-12, was a fitting 
tribute to former captain Sattler, who 
wore the number 13 with pride.

“Sattler won four premierships as 
captain of the Rabbitohs. His last in 
1971 was South Sydney’s last until 
their drought-breaking triumph in 2014. 
In four appearances for Australia, Sattler 
captained his country three times. 
Sattler’s son Scott, a premiership-winning 
rugby league player in his own right, 
revealed in June 2021 that his father had 
been battling dementia since early 2020.

“South Sydney is in discussions 
with Scott Sattler’s family about staging 
a memorial at Redfern Oval, with a 
view to fulfilling the Rabbitohs legend’s 
final wish to have his ashes scattered on 
the sacred turf.” S

John Sattler, Eric Simms and Bob McCarthy running 
down Lawson Street, Redfern. Photo: Supplied

VOLUNTEER POSITION 

COMMUNITY GARDEN CO-ORDINATOR
Eden Community Garden (in the grounds of South Sydney Uniting Church) is 
looking for a Co-ordinator (initially a three-month appointment, with potential 
for longer-term involvement). 

The Garden is a safe place for anyone 
to grow food, relax, contemplate 
and build relationships. We have a 
lot of dreams for the future and are 
looking for someone who can provide 
leadership in community development, 
gardening knowledge and skills.

The Garden includes 10 egg‑laying 
hens and a new coop (under 
construction).

The Co-ordinator will:

• Live in Redfern/Waterloo – or close 
enough to come to the Garden at 
least once a week.

• Initiate and co‑ordinate systems 
that will support the growth of the 
garden community, including regular 
communication, rostering and 
troubleshooting. Good people skills 
are important in this role. 

• Have a commitment to First Nations 
justice.

• Have a commitment to organic 
gardening and permaculture 
principles (or be interested in 
exploring permaculture).

This is a volunteer position but we 
can offer:

• The satisfaction of contributing to 
community health and wellbeing.

• Connection to a community of 
enthusiastic experienced and 
beginner gardeners.

• Opportunity to practise and build 
your community development and 
gardening skills. 

• Access to at least one plot of your 
own in the garden.

• Possibly some assistance towards 
further relevant education.

This role involves contact with 
children and vulnerable people, 
so will require a current Working 
with Children Check.

If you’re interested in knowing more, 
please contact Eden Garden 
convenor Megan Weier at 
edencommunitywaterloo@gmail.com

Sydney Streets on Redfern Street, March 11. Festival vibes, live music, roving 
entertainers, vinyl record fair, games, activations, alfresco dining. Pop-up bars 
from the Tudor Hotel and the Redfern, and Atomic Beer Project’s ‘Hoptimus’ truck. 
Markd Tattoo flash day in collaboration with Donut Papi. Thanks to City of Sydney.
Photos: John Abdul
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